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Program notes: 

Inspired by the American folk tune, Shenandoah, (the word meaning “spruce stream, great 

plains, beautiful daughter of the stars”), “Daughter of the Stars” suggests the ambiguous origins 

of the folk tune: a sea shanty; a song sung by fur traders; a song originating with slaves 

(perhaps the lyrics “across the wide Missouri” were originally “across this world o’ mis’ry.”) 

Incorporating a wide span of emotion, “Daughter of the Stars” takes the listener on a journey 

down a musical river filled with wonder and anticipation, conflict and turbulence, melancholy 

and longing, hope and serenity.  

Performance notes: 

M.64-73 could be performed as either as a divided cello section with bass section, as a trio 

between one viola, one cello, and one double bass, or as a harp solo. Please do not use the harp 

along with viola, cello, and bass. If this section is used as a harp solo, the cellos should come 

back in at m.73 on the quarter notes in the lower cello part.  
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To see more pieces by Heather Niemi Savage, please visit 

www.heatherniemisavage.com 

 

 

Please remember to let me know about any performances! 

 

 

If you would like to contribute anything toward my compositional work, donate 

on my website or Venmo me @heatherniemisavage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heather Niemi Savage Heather Niemi Savage is a North Carolina-based 

composer who writes evocative music that celebrates the communal 

and cultural aspects of music, drawing upon her broad experience in 

classical, jazz, musical theater, and sacred music. Heather’s 

compositions have been performed in several states, featured on the 

radio programs, "Classical Discoveries" and "Music of Our Mothers," 

and recorded on two internationally renowned record labels. Her piece 

for string orchestra, “Daughter of the Stars” placed second in the 2020 

American Prize for Composition (pops/light music division.) She is also a 

collaborative pianist, teacher, and church musician.  


